NOEL 72275 200 
i han and other SEL 4 


> together a fir, ſutable and 


2 e into one Hogſhold:j governments 


K py to Fo | 
bout of os.” | 


alfoannexel an an Invitation to this Sager: or Littly 
on· ven ch. * 


. the Lord wit eve 
. ä bim > 


EE tanks, x 


— - 


A way propounded to make the Poor in 
theſe and other N ations happy, &c. 


Aving ſeen the great inequality and diſorder among men 
in the World, that not only evil Governours or Rulers, co- 
vetous Merchants and Tradeſmen , lazie , idle and negli- 
gent Teachers and others, have brought all under flavery 
and thraldom : Butalſo a great number of the common 
handy-crafts-men, or labourers / by endeavoring to decline; eſcape, on 
caſt off the heavy burthen) do fill all things with lyes and deceit, to the 
oppreſſing of the honeſt and good people, whoſe Comſciences cannot 
bear ſuch practiſet, therefore have I (together with othets born for the 
common welfare) deſigued to endeavour to bring four ſorts of peo- 
ple, whereof the World chiefly conliſts, out of ſeveral Sects, into one 
Family or Houſhold- government, Vix. Husbandinen, Handi- crafts 
people, Marriners and Matters of Arts and Sciences, to the end that we 
may the better eſchue the yoke af Temporal and Spiritual Pharaoh 
who have lohg enough domineered over our bodies and fouls, and ſet 
up again (as ia former times) Righteouſneſs, love and Brotherly So- 
ciableneſs, which are ſcarce any where to be found, for the convincing 
of thoſe that place all greatneſs only in domineering, and not in well- 
doing, contrary to the pattern and doctt ine of the Lord Jeſus, who 
came not to be ſerved, but to ſerve, and gave his liſe a ranſom for 
many ; appointing his Kingdom unte his Apoſtles, as it was appoint- 
ed to him from his Father, anſwering them when they murmured, 
who after his departure thould be the greateſt among them, faid ; If 
any among you would be greateſt, let him be the ſervant of all. In direct 
oppolition and contradictien to the world where they are accounted 
the greateſt who have moſt ſeryants, and not they that do moſt ſer- 
vice do others, and therefore the Worlds greatneſs, and the greatneſs 
of Chriſtians differ as light and darkazfs, whereas true Chriſtians being 
merciful do endeavour to eaſe mens burthens; inſtead thereof, others 
(as if there were not trouble enough in the World) are ill makin 
the burthen heavier with new devites, ſetting themſelves forth daily, 
in their light, as if their deſiga were to vex and grieve poor people 
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Jul. as #f-a Vhyſirian that were able to cure the ſick ſhould come 
dragging and make a boaſt of his skill, to make them the ticker. . 

To this may be added, thoſe that are called ſpiritual! perſons, or 
Chergy men who pertwade people (that they may the more willingly 
drudge for them) to beleeye that they take care of their ſouls as if 
they could love the ſoul which they cannot fee, and have no com- 
paſlion on the body which they ſee.) This therefore being deceit and 
lies, Let us return again to merciſulneſs whichis as well couched with 
the miſeries of the body, as with the miſeries of the ſoul, ſetling ſuch 
order or ſociety of mutual love whereby the oppreſſed {ſcarce able to 
breath may be brought to reſt and enlargement. 

Taking upon them every day except the Sabbath) ſo many as are 
fe to work the labour of ſix hours, beginning ordinarily from g. of 
the clock in the merning to twelve at noon, and from threetill fix at 
night, if any delires to have an aſternoons liberty, he may work from 
4 or C of the clock inthe morning till 100r 12 at noon or labour ano- 
ther day ſo much the more, they that have hard work to do may 
begin in Summer Morning while itis cool, and take their reſt in the 
heat of the day, beſtowing the reſt of their time, for the refreſhing of 
their bodies, and profitable exerciſes of the mind. 

They thatare ſet on work by us (being not fit to be of our Society] 
receiving wages ſhall work 12 hoursin a day, from 6. in the morni 
to 12 at noon, and from 2 till 8. at night till any of them be fit = 
willing to come into us. | 

The Children of rich people [ who are not of our ſociety]coming 40 
School, after we have found out the ableſt maſters, to be inſtructed in 
Arts, Sciences and Languages are every day, except the Sabboth, 
learning ſome uſeful Trade, to work 3. hours, te the end they may 
always in caſe of loſſe and want afterward; get their living without 
being neceſſitated to fall upon ſuch courſes, as we ſee happen oftcn in 
the world, as may prove hurtful to their ſouls and bodies. 

The rich people, being not of our Society, having a deſire to dwell 
amongſt us, ſhall not be bound to work, if they will ſometimes of 
themſetves do any thing, they will hold forth a good Example to all 
rich time-looſers in the world, and paying for theic diet, cloathing , 
lodging and other neceſſaries they ſhall be free, 

For the beginning and undertaking of this great work it will be 
good that ſome able men (25 Fathers) to lay the ſoundation for the 
common. welſare, do put in a ſum of money to 1aiſe a Stock, employ- 
ing the ſame to buy a piece of land, whereupon the Husbandman, 
handy Craftxmen, Tradeſmen, Marriners,and others, (coming in with 
their moveables as Cattel, Money, or any other Commodities ) may 
be ſecured: b 

Thoſe that come into our Societ- Mall not be bound to make their 
goods Common for (according to the tenth Commandment ) none 
ought to covet another mans goods. It 
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IT any will out of a free. real) LÞ WS heart bring in any thing 
. £o' increaſe the Stock it ſhall be uſed for the common beneſt, without 
being appropriated ſor any mans own in particular, *: +. 7 
They that will bring in theit own lands for the Common ſervice 
may have ſecurity upon the ſame, and for their moveables upon the 
lands freely given, only it ſhall be imployed for the common welfare 
without giving Intereſt if they die, their Children or Friends (that none 
may ſufler wrong) ſhall poſſeis the ſame except they gave it to the S- 
ciety or — 

If any be minded to leave the Society, they ſhall not only receive 
that which they brought, but alſo a ſhare of the profit which hath beem 
made ſiuce they came to the Society, if no profit hath been made in 
their time, they ſhall receive none, that ſo they that come into us map 
not ſeek their own private pain. 

A young man or maid leaving the ſociety, by marrying, or other- 
wiſe, mall have a ſhare of the profit, that hath been made tzace he or 
the were of the Society (from their birth or otherwiſe) no profit be- 
ing made, it ſhall be at the pleaſure of the Society to give them what 
they pleaſe, forthe profit made before belongeth not to them. 

Ik any one having brought into the Society money or other com- 
modities, afterwards deſires te go out again, they ſtall acquaint the 
Society thereof, that ſo there may be care taken to reflore it, the ſum 
being not above 100 (. ſhall be paid as the owner deſires, if more then 
100 J. they ſhall have ſreedom to pay it within a yeers time, paying 
them a quarter of the ſum preſently (if they deſite it) that ſo none 
may be bindred to leave the Society when they pleaſe. 

In caſe the Society hereafter be diſturbed or ſeparated by Tyranny 
ox otherwiſe, then (hall the lands and monies which was freely given 
to raiſe and increaſe the ſtock, all Creditors being paid, come to the 
benefit of thoſe Poor only who haye brought nothing to the Society , 
except there be poor kindred of thoſe that, out of love, have given to 
the ſtock, ſuch ſhall have an equal proportion with the others. 

Fer the well- ordering of our buſineſs we ſhall have need of two great 
houſes one in or about the City, Fiz. a Warchouſe for Merchants or 
Tradeſmen, another in the Country neer a River for the Hurbandman, | 
Handicrafts peopie, Schoolmaſters and Marrinery, | 

The houſe in the City ſo big that 20, or 30 Families may dwell in it, 
having ſhops of ſeveral wares, as Cloth, Sayes, linnen, men and wo- 
mens apparel, flockings, ſhoes, hatts, and other uſeſul and neceſſary 
things, being the foundation of the whole work, not onely by reaſon 
of the profit that comes by trading, but alſo becauſe all Handi-crafts, 
belonging thereunto depend thereon. vis . 

Our trade will for three ſu ſſiciaut Reaſom undoubtedly increaſe, che 
Firſt js, that there will net be over · aaking in price, but all will be fold 
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The ſecond is, that we dwelling ut a cheaper rent, and living lefy 


can make all things better at the price. 7 
_— third is, that the profit is made uſe of for the common-good, ag 
well for the poor honeſt people of one, as of another ſe, s | 

At the fick we may bring into our Society, belide Fl beginning of 
- ſeveral Merchandizes, for the moſt part unmarried perſons, that with 
laying out little money may preſently be on the getting hand, ag 
Cloth, Linnen and Say- Weavers, Taylors, Shoemaker: and the like. 
Secondly, Barber-Chirurgians, Phyſitians, and Maſters of ſeveral Arts 
and Sciences; one that can write extraordinary well, another that un- 
derftands Arichmetiek, Geometry Aſtronomy » Navigation, Italian 
Book. keeping, or Merchants Accompts. Thirdly, ſome for Latine, 
Greek, Hebrew and other Languages, as alſo Phylck, Mulick, and o- 
ther uſeful things, refercing all to a goo and ſpiricual end. 

Our Chirurgians or Phyſitians (hill ſerve the Rich, without the So- 
ciety, for money, and the poor gratir, ſome going abroad to viſit Pati- 
ents, aad others ſtaying at home, at certain times, to ſpeak with peo- 
ple that come to th zu, to ſhe chat they do highly eſteem of the 
liſe and health ofothers, as of their ou; this will ive an increaſe to 
our Trading ſor the common good, the fame thereof being noiſed round 
about, and the more when people are ſenſible that we ſell all things 
ata reaſonable rate without deceiving any. : 

They that are rich (without the Society.) ſeeing that their children 
ate not only well brought up in Handicrafts, but alſo in Languages 
and other Sciences, and in good manners, will incline very much to 
buy wares of us for their particular Families, and Merchandites; and 
Trade increaſing, we thall have need of mach Cloth, Sayes, Linnen' 
Stockings, Shoos, Mats and other things, theſe will require Cloth, 
Linnea and Saye-Woavers, Whitfters for — Dyets and other 
Handi - crafts, here now will be uſe for Sheep and kine, not only for 
their milk and fleſh, but alſo for their Wool and kias, exc. Here then is 
work for our Husbandman, far the breeding up of Cattle, Poultry, &c. 

and eſpecially for tilling the ground for Corn, Flax, Hemp,&c al ſo Gar- 
diners hayiug skill in gatdening, ſor roots, plants, and orchards, for fruit, 
flowers and hearbs, as well medicinal, for our Phyſitians, as others. 
For the building of che Country-houſe, for the Husbandmen, Han- 


| dicrafts people, Mariners and Maſters of Arts and Sciences; wee 


haye need of . Beick-makery , | Bricklayers, Garpenters, Smiths, as 
— — not only to make Boats, whevein co fetch ' and 

carry goods to and from the City, but alſo 10 carchifih'far the Soei- 
ety, and afterwards, to >uild (hips to fend to Flanders, Holland, France, 
and other places, failing with our own veople that fhill have all things 

common among them abroad; as well as in the Society at home, hein 

as welcome, having done theid dutivey Min they come tom froh 
z bad voyage, ax from agagqds — 4, rr. bar ſtorm 
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tester is mote than what the foie can well ſpare; and may be ſer * 
forth again as they are able, their wifes and children being alwayes ꝓto- 
vided with necedaries, as well as others. 

This houſe is to be built fo farfrom the water, that there be leſt a 
cenyenient key to deliver goods out of the Ships, and if it be poffible 
to bring the water put ofthe River round about the houſe, with à draw- 
bridge, to be ſecuxed by night from thieves and robberx, deviſing tue 
Inſrumentr whereby the fiſh may come out of the River into out water, 
and not go out again, having our Garden for pleaſure and necefficy 
behind our houſe. 

Which houſe is to be huilt after a convenient manner, with publike 
and private places, for freedome and conveniency a chamber and a 
cloſſat ſor every man and his wiſe with a great Hall, to lay all things 
ready made in order, a place to dreſs victuals, another to eat together, 
a third for the children, alſo Cellers to keep meat and drink in, a place 
ſor the ſick, one ſor the Phyſitians and Chyrurgeans furniture and me- 
dicines , one other for all kind of uſeful, as well natural as ſpiritual, 
Books, Maps, and other \Inftrumetts 2 to liberal Arts and 
Sciences, — places for Scholars, a place for — who in- 
tendin 3 fray any long time. ſhall do ſome work, or pay for their lodg - 
ing and diet. 

Our workfolks and School-maſters, with their Scholazs, being 
brought out abroad into the Countrey, the City houſe will be inſtead of 
a ware houſe, leaving therein beſides the Phyfitians, 'Barber-Chyrutge- 
ans and Apothecaries , who with ſame Tradeſ-men muſt be in the Ci- 
ty , ſo many Merchants, who ſhall change by turns, as ſhall ſuſice to 
atrend the Merchandize with eaſe. Our youth being capable of being 
taughe , ſhall be infiruted in Ciphering, and keeping Books of ac- 
compts, that the Merchants alſo may ſometimes work, putting every 
one to that which is fitteſt for him, as they that have wroughtin wooll, 
to the ſelling of wooll and cloth, they that have been uſed to flax-thred 
and weaving, to the ſelling of flax and linnen , Tanners and Sheo-ma- 
kers, to fell leather, and fo inall things elſe. 

Allo it will be neceſſary, that in the Ware-houſe in the City, there 
be ſome men women and children; not onely to make apparel, and to 
have othei things ready made; bateſpecially to ſerve every one, as there 
ſhall be occaſion, making all things for ſale without unneceſſary trim- 
mings, unleſs chat any buying of us, would have any trimiging upon 
them, thoſe we wall endeavor to give content, if they" bring to us 
thoſe unneceſſary Trimmings , which we our ſelves have not, doing 
our endeavor to keep their cuſtom, that ſo in time they may be conyin- 
ced of their folly, being better with us, who give them reaſons for al- 
teration, than with others who bolſter them up in pride and exceſs. 

If che making and ſelling of things unnece ſſary were ſin, then it ſhould 
be quite forborn, then muſt all ungece ſſary things (though a ſbop were 
worth 1000 J.) be burnt or deſtroyed, and al the children be preſently 
taken from thoſe trades, that depend ppqp pride and vanity, K 
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of men; if we will not ſerve thoſe worldly people that come to vs, 
then our youth that ſometimes de lite to travel into ether Countreyes, 
will be neceſſitated alwy yes to be at home ; becauſe they cannot ſerve 
any Maſter: that work for vain-glorious men. . | 

Every fix or twelve moneths an account ſhall be given and what is o- 
verplus, above neceſſity, a part thall be diſtributed to men and women, 
alſo to young men and maids, that ſo every one may have wherewithaH 
to give tothe poor, or to pleaſure hisfriends in ſome ſpecial manner. 

One man alone, (though he were chief of the whole Society ſhall 
not be Maſter of the Cath or Treaſury ;; but three of the uppermoſt in 
the Government, (ball alwayes have the keyes ; ſo that one, or two, un- 
leſs the third were with them, ſhould not be able to open the Cheſt: A 
three-fold Cord doth not eaſily break, faith Solomon. 

None is to rule bags then one yeer, left he domineer in his Office; 
and others ſeeking his favor, play the Hypocrites. 

A man about forty yeers of age, ſhall be chofen chief Governor of 
the 5 Society, every one giving his voyce for him that he judgeth to 
be fr. 

This manhaving 2 one yeere, a new chice ſhall bee made, 
with liberty to chooſe him that laſt Governed, as well as any body 
elſe ; by this means he that hath a minde to contigue in the Govern- 
ment will have an Inducement to rule well, that he having che favour 
of the people may be choſen againe ; not that any Governour is to rule 
according to his ewnpleaſure ; but according to fuch Orders as the 
whole People ſhall make, except in ſmall matters, wherein they cannot 
conveniently make any certain Order : But who would not rather,if no 
benefit come of Ruling,work quietly fix hours in a day, then to bee in 
a- perpetual diſturbance of his 5 being imployed in multiplicity 
of buſineſſes. 

Here none is to be choſen for his riches or wealth, as we ſee come to 
paſsin the world, to the ruine almoſt of all Cenmmon-yealths 3. but ſor 
his wiſdome. 

Men and women haviag the over - ſight of meat, drink , and other 
things, ſhall govern by turns; and in caſe ſome would rather keep to 
their ordinary work, they ſnall be paſſed by, and others put in their 
ſtead, Ten or twelye men and women having governed half a yeer, five 
or ſax of them fhall go off, and fire or ſix ethers come in their ftead, 
the other continuing half a yeer longer to inſtruct them that do newly 
come'in, with what they are not acquainced', having ſo many young 
people to do the hardeſt work as ſhal be requiſite, who being come to 
yeers, and having gotten experience, thall alio rule over others; for it 
doth ſute the aged to give orders; and the young to obey. oþ 

The maids ſhall not onely be ſittect to do a, Jer ſewiſery, and order 
children, byt alfo in caſe hercafter they be minded to leave the Society, 
| 1 
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they hall learn a good Handy craft-Trade, that ſo whether they leave 


the Society, or come to be married they may be able to get a lively- - 


hoods, ſometimes IT turns one with another, that ſo they 
may continue ſit for working and houſewifery. - 
i . Io this houſe every one thall be able quietlyto do his work, becauſe 
none ſhall have more then one fingle work to mind: 25. women in our 
Society, when all things are done orderly, fhall have no more bulinefs 
to trouble theis heads with, than one woman in her own private Fa- 
mily. | 7 25 

Beſides the * and eaſe that we ſhall have by the helping one ano - 
ther, it will alſo be very profitable to dwell together; for whereas in leo. 
Families dwelling apart, we ſhouldRandin need of atleaſt roo. wo- 
men to do the houſewifery ; now bringing 100. families together, the 
ſame may be done with 25. women, the reſt (when they ſhall be ſit) being 
imployed about ſome work; together with men for the common good, 
which many women will rather do, then to be a whole day troubled 
with diverſities of cares. | 

Whereas in 100. Families there will be need of 100. firesevery day 
to be made ; bringing ſo many Families together, we ſhall be able to 
make (hift with four or — — fires and furmaces, one to boyle & roaſt 
meat; another where the children are; a third where men, women, young 


men and maids meet together at meals, ſitting at the Table in order, (as 
Toſoph's brethren ) the women over againſt the men, young mien next 
their fathers, and maids next their mothers, the young people waiting 
by tutns at the table, that ſo one may not be reſpected above the others 
neither will it be needful (being aſſured of one anothers love) to uſe the 
ceremonies of putting of the Hat, or common drinking to one ano- 

binder any man from ſhewing his hearty love to a ſtran - 


of God doth not cenſiſt, (not con- 


ſupper, and the like, becauſe in the omitting of 
: in the performipg of 


z * 1 * {- 1? : 


I EFT The 


n) are tobe left free, as the outward forms - 


4, Y 


© £- 


; 321 | 
The Apparel ſhould be fitted for the body, and convenient forithe 


work, without being tyed ta fa(bions,calours,or ſtuffs.only theunneceſ- 


ſary crimmings to be forborn, that God's creatures which he hath made 
he not miſuſed. | | 

If any that have an Eſtate, deſire to have ſtuff, cloth, or other things 
finer then others, they may adde to it fo much of their own money as it 
will coſt more; for it will be a demonſtration to the poor without the 
Society, that he hath an ability above others tareheve them. 
In all Handy- crafts we (hall appoint the beſt work · men for Maſters, 
who as well as ethers are to work fix hours. 220 | 

Whereas now men in the World do conceal their skill from ane 
another, for their own private advantage, here in our Society they are 
to bring it in, and impart it to the common well-fare , being the onely 
way to find out the height, depth, length and bredth of all things. 

The children of the poor are to be brought up, to the comſort of 
their parents, as well as the children of the rich, they learning iaſtead 
of one, ſometimes tys or three Handy-crafts, being alwayes chearful 
by not being opprefled with bondage and ſlavery, as commonly is ſeen 
amongſt children of the World, eſpecially in England, who muſt en- 
dure, many times, to paſs through ſeven years , as ſlaves undet the 
Turk, on the contrary the children of our Society ſhall be alwayes in 
our eyes, working no longer every day than fix hours; the remainder ' 
of the time, being to be — in other uſeful imployments, that they 
may be fitted — elſe befides working. t Hug ert zt et: 

They are to be taught onely neceſſary and alwayes uſefut trades, 
that they may continually, howſoever the world changes, get their li- 
ing, for ſome having learned onely uſeleſs handy-crafcs , oftentimes 
through the change of the world, which falls into ſome other way and 
cuſtome, come to poverty and want. 9 19 5 

Whereas the Trader in the world do oppreſs theit workmen, wich 
heavy labour and ſmall wages, in ſtead thereof witir us, the xai | 
the tradeſmen will redound to the benefit and refreſhment of the work - 
men. * a Co THO. 

And whereas the traders of the world, ſeeking after their own parri- -- 
cular profit and advantage, are continually. betwirt hope and fear, 
now here in our Society every one is quietly: to mind his buſigels ; t 
— time, for the loſs that is ſuſlered lioth upon none iti panicu- 


La the ſelling of our commodities, ſeeing there is novver-mkicip| it 
will give occaſion to others, that are not willing to loſe xheir 
ers, to imitate us, it being the true way to rid the world of tha de- 
ceitful practiſe, and we being in no famptuous expeuſire way, en A. 
ſord our commodities at a better rate or better ware ſor money, he 
dy dec teach the world, becauſe they can get little 4 to keep within 
2101 * — 


Y 


waa 01 0 mw 997 


wo 
875 


Fiete ten * 


that are Ceſart, we ate to pay Taxes and tri 


* what the parents have gotten a 
times it comes to fuch hands, W 
» L420 


7 "Y 
compaſt, inſtead whereof, they 19 provoke and grieve pode 
people with their exceſs and riot. 

In obſervance of the words of Chriſt to give to Ceſar the things 

b err; | ute to the Magiſtrates , 
being in ſubjection under all humane Ordinances , which are not con- 
traty to the will of God. ” | 

Such Trades men or Merchants that are honeſt, and cannot well pro- 
vide for themſelves, may timely, before they be neceſſitated to wronge 
any one, turn in to us. | 

Any honeſt perſons, through ſickneſs, want of trading, work or 
otherwiſe, being in poverty and debt , may be brought to reſt, by ma- 
king an agreement with -their-Creditors, if mercitul, or if unmerciful, 
to give them all they have, in full ſatisſaction. 

A Family being united and conjoyned with us, and being come to 
be ſetled in quiet, will make known their welfare to others; and men 
perceiving that the profic and benefit is extended ro the refreſhing of 
the oppreſſec among all Sets, wil! readily come to us, to buy com- 
modities, and provition being made aforchand , all things will follow 
in order. 

Any handcrafts men, or tradeſmen, may be in fear , the buſineſs 
being not ſetled, to make a beginning, doubting that he removing 
from his particular employ ment to this common ſociety , by looſing 


Come Cuſtomers, hall want a ſubſiſtance, bur conſidering the oppor- 


tunity to have the cuſtome of all thoſe that dwell with him, is freed 
from that fear ; neither doth any one ſtand ingly by himſelf alone. 
Any ifby ſickneſs or otherwiſe became indiſ boſed, the reſt being united 
members of one body, thall work for him; and we being afluced of 
one others ſaithfulneſs, ſhall exeeed in love alt other ſocieties. - © * 

It is far otherwiſe with us than in Hoſpitals of old men and women, 
where they come in out of neceſſity , not being able otherwiſe to pro- 
videforthemſelves, for their own benefit onely, with their contenti- 
ons, oppoſition, and deeply rooted infirmities, having oftentimes 


then bodies by hard labor ſpoiled and made dectepit, and their minds 


cotrupted by evil manners being many times beſides; a deep ſtupid ig- 
not ance, ſo ill natured, that no reaſon cap {ink into them. 
Som hindicraftsmen, as Smithes, Carpenters and others, do under- 


| po oſten upon hope to attain eaſe from labor, twenty or thirty years al- 


moſt intolſerable labor, letting out their money to intereſt , that it may 


increaſe; and e principal and all; that they have ſo 
or 


ſutely labored for , or elſe come to dys before lr ap iventhem- 
ſelves to reſt often leaving their eltatgs. tothe deftruftion of their chil- 
dren in the world, who in pleaſure and voluptuouſneſs do conſume, 
25 with ſo great labor, and ſome- 

ich in their liſe time they grutched 

B 2 fhould 


* | 


) 
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mould have it, who after their death laugh at them for their labor, fogge- 
2 


times their Children and relations long for their death ; and when they 
do live long enough to uſe their eſtates themſelves, then oftentimes 
their bodies which they have ſpoiled with working, will ſuffer them to 


to take no reſt. 


On the contrary, there will be no need in our Society, to take any 
care, or to make provilion for the aged time, or day of licknefs , nor for 
children; for the aged will be better looked after then the young , the 
fick then the healthful , and the children after the death of cheir pa- 
rents as before. | 

Any leaving their children in ſuch a ſociety, doth better than if they 
left them much money, becauſe they are under the eyes and inſpectibn 
of many good people, and are ſure of neceſſaries ; whereas other- 
wiſe being brought up by others, are many times ſpoiled by their pa- 
rents Eſtates, being the fruits of their labors, 

If any fall tick In our ſociety, be hath not onely that which he ſtands 
wnecd of, but beſides, he i freed from all worldly incumbrances, for 
all things being in order, all things are taken care of without him, on 
the contrary men commonly in che World are bulied with their affairs, 
as long as they have underſtanding. 

Some being healchful and able with their Trade or. Merchandize to 
get more than others, are commonly not inclined to come in to us, be. 
cauſe they love their private gain more than the common good ; but 
conſidering how ſoon their health may be loſt, it will be reaſonable for 
them, without delay, to deſire ſuch a wiſhed eſtate and condition for 
themſelves and families. | | | 

Covetoulneſs, excels, lying and deceit , together with all the evils 
that ſpring up out of ciches, or poverty, will be excluded from us, whe 
maintain equality, if any be minded to live difo1derly in drunkeneſs, 
adultery, whoredom, &c. he can have no entertainment in our Socie- 
ty, neither will he be willing to come in to the company of the ver- 
tuous for he that doth evil, hateth the light, and cometh not to the 
light, that kis works may not be reproved , hut who ſo doth the truth, 
cometh to the light, that it may be manifeſt, that his works are done in 
God. 

Many finding no reſt in their preſent eſtate and condition, and being 
wearied with all the differences in ſpiritual, as ia worldly matters, will 
be ready to come in to us. ; ; 

Some teachers being convinced of their perverting and erroneous 


teaching, would ſincerely gain-ſay all falſhoed and errors, if they 


did but diſcern that there were an opportunity to get their living ether- 
wife, whereas now, being not ſtrong enough to bear poverty and re- 


proach, they temain in their old condition co the deltryRion of their 


owls, 
Ma- 


n 


11) 6 
Many young men and maids being wearied under the Navery and 


ſervice of others » would for the calc of their bodies „and advantage 
or profit of their ſouls, come in tous; whereas otherwiſe they are of. 


tentimes ſur red up, and provoked (by reaſon of hard, ſtrict, fevere Ma- 


ſters, and Miftreſses) to wicked, and deſperate; reſalutiong, either by 
marrying an unſit perſon , and ſo caſting away themfelyes z or giving 
themſelves up to ſome evil courſe, as we often fre come to pals in the 
World. 

The women in our Society having loft their husbands, they andtheir 
children are cared for j whereas elſe dyclling by themſelves , they are 
oſtentimes forced together with their little ones, to paſs their lives in 


| poverty, and grief; ſomtimes receiving relief of the rich with reproagh- 
ful languages, to the increaſe of their grief; ſome being at the prime 


of their.yeers ate diſregarded : hut in our Societie, children whether 
few or many, ate nohinderaiice. 
Thoſe among us that delire to marry, will not ſo ealily (having ſeen 
one apothers converſation) bee deceived ,, as they are now in che 
World. ed By 
Young men and maids are forced oftentimes for want of opportuni- 
ty, to paſs their yeers in ſolitarineſs, contrary to their natures: This 
trouble will be taken away in our Society, when they need not look af- 
ter houſe or houſhold-ſtutt ; but without care they may marry, if they 
can affect one another, doing their uſual work as before. 
Parents when their childreg come to marry z: are not diſquieted to 


provide what is requized for an houthold or trade ; the fear they ſhould 
| have no cuſtome or work, cannot ſeize upon the children ſo that they 
may the better live together in love, whereas elſe tor want of cuſtome 
or work, they wich they had never. been married, yea ſomtimes that they 


had never been born: they cannot minde themſelves and children as is 
fir, paxtly for want of time, and partly for diſtlaction of thoughts : ſo 
that the Parents with their Children, inſtead of joy and comfort , of. 
tentimes do live in nothing but ſadne ſs and calamity. 
some Husbands and wives, inftead of growing in love, and beeing 
loving, gentle and meek. to their children and ſervants, do through too 
much care and vexation, fall into diſorderly manners, they become 
murmurring one againſt another, whence commonly evill and wicked 
reſolutions are begotten, the women living by themſelyes , are ſo tyed 
to their Families, that they can go no whither with quietneſs; on the 
contrary in our Society we ſhall have opportunity for every thing. | 
The Children are not to be taught any humane Forms of Religion, 
but the writings of the Saints , and naturall Arts, Sciences, and Lan- 
uages, that their underſtandings (before they haye the uſe of Reaſon) 
be not ſpoyled, as for the moſt part is done among all People and Na- 
tions in the World ; on the contrary, it is to be imprigted in them, | 
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itual matters to believe any but thoſe who have 
atteſt and demonſtrate the divine authority ef 


the Spirit of Ged to 


their doctrine; for our faith ought not to depend upon ment words, 


but upon the power or wonderful works of God: So doing, thert will 
be no foundation for ſects, factions and ſchiſms laid in their hearts. 

There ſhall be built a great Meeting- place, not only for our Family, 
or Society, but alſo for all rational men round about, with ſeats ring 
one higher then an ther, that eyery one may be ſeen, having before 
them convenient leaning-places to read and write upon; alſo one 
desk on one {ide or end, to read the holy ſceipture ar a ſet time, giving 
liberty aſter that reading, to evety one to propound ſomewhat for mu- 
tual edification, none being tyed, unleſs himfelf think fit, ro anothers 
matter to fol llow or gain layit. 

For in fpiritual things we acknowledge none but Chriſt for Head 
and Maſter; who of old hath appointed in his Church Apoſtles, Pro- 
phets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers ; theſe havin through the Spi- 
rit of God (which led them into all truth) brought forth and lefe be- 


hinde them the writings of the New-Teſtament, we own for Ambaſla- 


- dors, and their words without any interpretation: of men) for our 


rule and plummet , keeping in remembrance when we meet together, 
that we muſt allow that liberty of ſpeaking to others, which we defire 
our ſelyes, without tying any one to our opinion, maintaining a firm 
friendſhip with fuch who have renounced all unreaſonable things con- 
trary toScripture, without —_— at any differences, which do not 
hindet᷑ love and piety : For our Children without doubt, will be of dif- 
fering opinions, and yet no reaſon, when they do not hinder the com- 
mon welfare, to exclude them from our Society. It ought alſo to bee 
conſidered, that the moſt differences (dwelling together) by time, and 
liberty of ſpeaking, will ceaſe to bee. The more, becauſe with us no 
loſs will be ſuflered by the changing of our opinion; for the moſt part 


of the differences in ſpiritual and worldly matters, atiſe from a conſi- 


deratjon of a worldly r which if i the world abroad as in our 
Society were taken aw ay, evill and falſe opinion: would ſoon fall to the 


ground; but the Teachers being Spiritual Captains, would rather (as 


to the generality) for their own profit have Wars then Peace in Ch. iſten · 
dome ; aad therefore they having made an incurable rent, do ſet peo- 


ple one againſt another, which makes it appear, that by nature the peo- 
ple are not at ſo great a diſtance, as they now appear to be; coiitrary to 


— 


— 


this, we intend that we may bring the good people out of all Seats to 


Vpity, (ſetting our Meeting. place open to all rational men, ſtrictly 
watching thar Anrichtift (who 'txalts himſelf above others may bee 
continually ſhut out by exactly obſerving that no preheminency ox ſole 


priviledge be granted to any, of offering any thing, or of ſpeaki 


fr, that ſo every one being at liberty and uhſlindred, may bring Forth 
2 ; that 
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that which is moſt conducing to the common welfare, accotding to 
the words of Pax, 1 Cer. 14. 26. All oſ them {ting all. ſo After 
the reading of the Scripgure, (fs being ſwiſt to hear, and flo to fprak\) © 
till any think it it (in oy judicious and humble minde) to propoſe An 
thing for edificauon, inde avouring withall to make his diſcourſe | 1 
that another may have his turn likewiſe, contrary to the cult6me ol the: 
common Teachers, who only (or ſolely) ſpeaking, do lengthen theis 1 
_—_— to the Wearying _ Auditory; for which end the Mode- 
rators Whe ought to be meek and underſtanding men ) are 3 
chat there be — order kept. . 
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T He Reader may be pleaſed to remember, that ſuch only ſhall bee 
received into our Society, or litt;e Common-wealth , as are honeſt, 
rational, impartial perſons), and for others who are not ſo , they ſhall 
receive wagesfor their work, and go to their own houſes, or ledging- 
places, till they are fitted and prepared to be members of our Society, 
which conſiũ only of four ſorts of people vi. 


Hu$SBANDM BN, 

, MARRINGRS, 
MaAsTERS of ARTS and ScIBNCEsS. 
All Vſcful HanDicrkarTs-Mex. 


Smith: of 4 ſorts. Butchers, Hat-makers. 
Carpenters. Tallow-Chandlers,  Woll-combers. | 
Shig-Carpenters. Wax-Chandlers. W. I- Card- Maler, 
Brick-makers. Baetket-makers. Kiniters, 

Brick · layers. B rush-makers. Rope-makerr. 
Plaſtererys. Turnersef all fortr, Sayl-makers. 
Stone-cuttert. Inſtrument - makers. Pully-makors, 
Braſfeers. Toyners. Net-makers. 
Refmers. Weaver: of al fort, Peper-makers, 
Pemerere, Faller,. Print ers. 

P lummers. Cloth-workerr, Book-binders. 
Tin-men. H- refers. Painters, 

Founders. Diers. Potterr. 
Wheelwrights. T anners. Ingravert. 
Milwrights. Lerher-dreſſers, Wier-drawers. 
Millers. Curriers. Wier-workers, 
Bakers. Shoo-mekerr, Pin makers, 
Brewers. Glwvers, _— 


One Society being ſetles in order as 4 
g  _ Nurſery about London io imply 
[ 0 tbe Poor, we may haus a Second 4- 
g * bout Briſtol, and another in Ireland, 
91S where we can have 4 greed deal of 
[ f | Land for little money, and plenty of 
{Mp Mood for building of Houſes, Ships, 
Wy and many other thing 
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